
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good afternoon everyone, 

 

What a busy week it has been for us all in school with the Ofsted Inspectors visiting us on Wednesday and 

Thursday. We are very proud of your children about whom the inspectors were very complimentary. 

Thanks also to our wonderful parent body for your support and for completing the parent surveys for the 

inspectors to assess. Chris Davidson, our Chair of Governors has provided, a little more detail below. 

 

We are all looking forward to a restful weekend! 

 

Mrs Roberts and the super Claremont team 

 

 

 

Claremont Primary School 

Newsletter 13th January 2023 

A message from the Chair of Governors about the Ofsted inspection 

As you will know, this week Claremont was visited by Ofsted, the government’s school inspection watchdog. 

It has been a pretty full-on few days – the school had three core inspectors, who were themselves being 

quality assured by a fourth senior inspector. With the lead inspector under a spotlight as well, no stone was 

left unturned, and every word of the Ofsted handbook was minutely scrutinised. 

To have your entire professional life examined under the microscope would be a stressful experience for 

anybody – but all the Claremont staff handled it brilliantly.  Your children have also been amazing in these 

unusual circumstances.  Please thank them from us for being wonderful.  Thank you too to those of you who 

took the time to fill in the questionnaire. 

It is almost 14 years since our last inspection, and a lot has changed since then, in the world, in the country, in 

education (including 11 Secretaries of State for Education!). One thing that has not changed is that the wheels 

of government turn very slowly. It may be that we will not get official word of the final verdict for some time. 

Ofsted guidelines state it can take up to 30 working days but there can be delays so watch this space. 

We will of course communicate the result to you as soon as we are able.  In the meantime, please don’t ask 

the staff, leaders or governors about how it went – no one can tell you! 

Thank you as always for your support of our school. 

Chris Davidson 

Chair of Governors 

By the way, Mrs Roberts dreamt on Monday night that Ofsted would come this week.  She will be giving advice 

on lottery numbers after school today. 

 

https://claremont.kent.sch.uk/


 

For some while, we have been celebrating the children who are demonstrating our school values in a 

Friday Celebration Assembly (alongside any other achievements that have happened during the 

week).  We have changed what we are doing slightly, so that the children who have been given a 

certificate and a sticker are now going to be shared in the newsletter.  The certificate will be 

displayed in the school hall until the next celebration assembly and then it will be brought 

home.  (There will not be a Celebration Assembly if there is a Class Assembly on a Friday.) 

Here are our pupils who have shown Joy in Wellbeing this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a younger child starting school in September 2023, please don’t miss application 

window. The deadline for Primary Applications is 16th January 2023. 

Please see the attached flyer. 

If you are unable to access the online site or are having any issues with the application, please 

contact kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk as soon as possible for assistance.  

 

The Daily Mile 

Year 3 have got our running off to a kick-start this Spring term. Cedar have run 28 miles and Hazel have run 

64 miles.  
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Sporting Celebrations 

Hannah in Year 5 participated in a swimming gala this weekend at the former Olympic swimming pool in 

London. She swam against people from clubs all over London and the south east. She managed to get a 

bronze medal for her 50m backstroke and has qualified for the county championships in 100m backstroke. 

She will be competing in them in a few weeks’ time.  

 

 

Badminton Festival 
On Wednesday, 18 children from Year 4 visited Hayesbrook school to take part in a Badminton Festival. 

Activities ranged from racquet skills to footwork and this non-competitive event allowed children to take 

part in a sport that they were not familiar with. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 


